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‘SHE KNOWS WHAT SHE WANTS’ 


TINY TITAN 


Alysa Liu is forging her own path to the Olympics as the youngest 
competitor in the U.S. figure skating championships 


Alysa Liu ,12, practices at the Oakland Ice Center for about fo 


PHOTOS BY ARIC CRABB — STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER 
ur hours every day. “She wants to compete in the Olympics 


and the World Championships,” her father said. Alysa will compete in the U.S. figure skating championships in San Jose. 


By Elliott Almond 
ealmond@ 
bayareanewsgroup.com 


OAKLAND » Although she 
stands just 4-feet-7, Alysa 
Liu is difficult to miss at 
the Oakland Ice Center 
where she reels off senior- 
level triple jumps as casu- 
ally as if she was talking on 
a smartphone. 

Meet the Bay Area’s 
next potential figure skat- 
ing star. 

Did we mention she’s 
only 12? 

Liu heads into the U.S. 
championships Sunday 
and Tuesday in San Jose as 
one of the favorites in the 
women’s junior division al- 
though she is the youngest 
in the competition. 

If she wins, Liu won’t 
be eligible to represent the 
United States at the 2018 
Junior World Champion- 
ships because she missed 
the minimum-age cutoff by 
a month. But that’s OK for 
the oldest of five children 
being raised by a single fa- 
ther who emigrated to the 


United States from China 
in 1989. 

Liu is used to the un- 
conventional route. She 
and her four siblings — 
a 9-year-old sister and 
8-year-old triplets — were 
conceived through anony- 
mous egg donors and sur- 
rogate moms. 

Oakland lawyer Arthur 
Liu, 53, is rearing the chil- 
dren with the help of his 
partner and a community 
of friends, he said. But ev- 
ery day is a manic foot 
race, particularly with a 
skater on the verge of na- 
tional attention and his 
busy law practice. 

He rises at 4:30 a.m. to 
clean and do laundry at the 
three-bedroom, two-bath- 
room home in Richmond 
that Liu recently bought 
to accommodate his large 
family. Then it’s prepar- 
ing breakfast and snacks 
for the three girls and two 
boys. 

He drops the younger 
ones at school in Albany, 
where the family lived un- 
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Alysa heads into the U.S. championships in San Jose as 
one of the favorites in the women’s junior division. 


“She was walking on the ice right 
away. Even in the first session, 
she was chasing adults, talking to 
them, making friends.” 

— Arthur Liu, 53, father of Alysa Liu 


Online extra: For all the latest sports news, please 
visit our website at MERCURYNEWS.COM 


A guide to gauge your ganja 


Tips and tricks to help new users 
navigate a bevy of available products 


By Lisa M. Krieger 
lkrieger@ 
bayareanewsgroup.com 


On New Year’s Day, 
long-clandestine canna- 
bis will join the ranks of 
beer, wine, mixed drinks, 
cigars and other adult in- 
dulgences in California. 

It’s easy for a newcomer 
to feel overwhelmed by this 
new purchasing power. It’s 
like cruising the aisles of 
Costco without a game 


MORE POT INFO INSIDE 


We take a look at the 
different ways you can 
consume marijuana. PAGE A9 


If you want to kick-start 
your exploration of canna- 
bis now that Proposition 
64 has given the go-ahead 
to commercial sales begin- 
ning Monday, we’ve got 
you covered. We’d like to 
explain what’s happened 
to weed since the 1960s, 


KARL MONDON — STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER 
Ehren Tresher, assistant manager at Caliva dispensary in 


E-COMMERCE 


Amazon 
plans 

digital a 
growth 


Online retailer poised to take 
market share from dominant 
players Google and Facebook 


By Ethan Baron 


ebaron@bayareanewsgroup.com 


As Amazon becomes ever larger and expands 
into new lines of business, the Seattle e-com- 
merce behemoth is turning its sights on the 
golden goose of two Silicon Valley rivals: digi- 
tal advertising. 

Google and Facebook dominate the extremely 
lucrative business of selling digital ads, but ex- 
perts say Amazon is positioning itself to snatch 
away market share. At the same time, the com- 
pany has been on a Bay Area expansion binge as 
it battles for more of the region’s top tech talent. 

“They have made the determination to take 
the advertising business seriously,” said Rob Nor- 
man, chief digital officer for GroupM, an arm of 
advertising powerhouse WPP. 

Driving Amazon’s digital advertising advances 
are the company’s efforts to make it easier for 
customers to buy ads on Amazon websites, com- 
bined with a growing awareness in the business 
world that Amazon can offer advertisers a huge 
audience of consumers who are eager to buy, ex- 
perts said. 
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FITTING INTO YOUR GENES 


r 


DAI SUGANO — STAFF ARCHIVES 


Anne Wojcicki’s company 23andMe is conducting 
a study among 100,000 customers exploring the 
links between genetics and weight loss. 


25andMe study 
weighs in on 


losing weight 
100,000-person project explores links 
between genetics, dropping pounds 


By Ethan Baron 


ebaron@bayareanewsgroup.com 


As we pass from the season of gluttony into the 
struggle to achieve New Year’s resolutions, an im- 
portant question arises: Is fitting into your jeans 
a matter of your genes? 

One Bay Area company aims to provide an- 
swers. 

Mountain View’s 23andMe, following a ban- 
ner Christmas season for sales of its personal 
DNA-testing kits, has just announced a large- 
scale study intended to uncover the genetic rea- 
sons why diet and exercise have different effects 
on different people. 

The company, whose testing kits were top sell- 
ers on Amazon this season, has just announced 
it will recruit for the study 100,000 of its custom- 
ers who are overweight, but in otherwise good 
health. 

Scientists know lifestyle, environment and ge- 
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